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Abstract

Gloria Naylor, a celebrated Afro-American novelist, established her own identity as a female as
well as a black women writer, with extreme state of prominence in Afro-American literature. She
has faithfully depicted through her set of writings her vision of he world in which human being
confront evil and a life of illusion and despair. She is rightly recognized for speaking out the
rights of women and also other social issues. Naylor realistically portrays the varied lives of
African Americans, particularly her minority and a woman in a Caucasian, male-oriented
society. Naylor in her novel The Women of Brewster Place portrays the plight of the exceptional
aspiring woman of the century, longing to break out of her cramping role in society and compete
with her male counterpart on a footing of equality. Women have been treated unequally in all
societies and have thus constituted a universal underclass. She explores the predicament of
helpless, subjugated women and her approach has been an advocacy of the improvement of
status of women rather than outright condemnation of a repressive male-dominated society. In
the novels of Naylor, the black woman protagonist is not a Negro instead she is an individual-a
human being who is in search of her identity. The character of Naylor perfectly fit in the image
of a struggler and survivor.
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Introduction

Gloria Naylor, a celebrated Afro-American despair. She is rightly recognized for

novelist, established her own identity as a
female as well as a black women writer,
with extreme state of prominence in Afro-
American literature. She has faithfully
depicted through her set of writings her
vision of the world in which human being
confront evil and a life of illusion and

speaking out the rights of women and also
other social issues. Brad Leithauser said,
“Gloria Naylor’s is a strong voice, and a
compassionate one...” Emily Dickson who
is a lecturer in humanities says about
Naylor: “... she writes-and speaks- with the
solid, decided vigour of someone who has
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given her subject its thoughtful due”. Naylor

is recognized for her moving stories of
African-American women. Known for her
lyrical prose and her skillful infusion of the
mythical and magical in her novels, Naylor
realistically portrays the varied lives of
African Americans, particularly her minority
and a woman in a Caucasian, male-oriented
society. African American literature tends to
focus on themes of interest to Black people,
such as the role of African Americans within
the larger American society and issues such
as African American culture, racism,
religion, slavery, freedom, and equality.
Being an African woman by birth and
tradition Naylor herself faced a lot many
challenging and perplexing circumstances
but she resisted all tough that came her way.
She grew up in a time and region in which
black women used to live traditionally.
There was no career for them. They had to
live household women. But Naylor rejected
to play a traditional feminine role and also
rejected chauvinism. Naylor explores the
female mystique through a series of sturdy
female characters that are actually the
central character in her novels. She does not
treat women in the acknowledged role
allocated to her by the society like that of a
mother or a wife but as an individual.
Naylor wanted to be free from the strict
standards of the traditional society. She
depicts the female experience of oppression
and exploitation in a male dominated Black
society. She provides women with new
directions to overcome the constraints of the
personal and the political and evolve their
own modes of resistance. Women are not
able to exercise autonomy either over their
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lives or their bodies since they are controlled
and determined for them by men. The
feminists promoted the idea of a universal
womanhood cutting across all barriers of
age, income, class, race and other divisive
factors. The feminist commitment to combat
all forms of patriarchy and sexism has given
a semblance of unified ideology to feminist
criticism.

Naylor in her novel The Women of Brewster
Place portrays the plight of the exceptional
aspiring woman of the century, longing to
break out of her cramping role in society and
compete with her male counterpart on a
footing of equality. Women have been
treated unequally in all societies and have
thus constituted a universal underclass. She
explores the predicament of helpless,
subjugated women and her approach has
been an advocacy of the improvement of
status of women rather than outright
condemnation of a repressive male-
dominated society.

Review of literature: The novel is a
celebration of the riches and diversities of
the black female experience. Composed of
seven stories, it interconnects the lives of
varied urban black women who live on the
imaginary street of Brewster Place. Gloria
Naylor undermines the conservative
stereotypes of Black poverty, by presenting
the living diversity of Black female
experience, struggling to survive in the
ghetto. Naylor’s book The Women of
Brewster Place represents these concerns in
the best manner. The intermingled lives of
bright, desperate, determined, resilient black
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women search for an authentic self and

mOoVe across oppressive tracts of experience.
Naylor in her novels deals with the
multifarious ways in which women have
been silenced and kept ignorant by the
dominant culture. Her contention is that it is
the human need to create and maintain a true
self in a social context. Such an endeavour
becomes an ordeal for those who are doubly
oppressed for those who are muted and
mutilated psychically through crossfire of
caste, sex and colonialism. Though the
dehumanizing society destroys the victim
both physically and psychologically and
leaves her into a pathetic state of
powerlessness and psychic impotency,
Black women recreate and maintain their
self-identities in the face of a chaotic influx
of sensation that has always threatened to
sweep them away. They are no more the
midnight caged birds, but radiant ebony
phoenixes singing joyfully, and
triumphantly the song of their true self.
AfricanAmerican women, both in life and
literature have transcended the geometric
oppression of race, gender and class
announcing the spectacle of radiant Black
female self in an unprecedented manner. It is
an evolutionary spiral, moving from
victimization to authentic consciousness,
from suspendedness total liberation. Gloria
Naylor presents the confrontation of the
female protagonists with the patriarchal
oppressive environment. Mattie Micheal, the
main protagonist hails from a traditional
family. Mattie is shaped by the
predominance of patriarchy. The strict
vigilance and stifling care of her father seeks
explanation for her every activity. His
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domination over her leads her to offer
explanation for everything she does. She is
deprived of social interaction.”Her father
would Kill her if he heard she had seen
walking with Butch Fuller”’(10). He
alienates her from her surroundings. She
feels trapped in an oppressive environment.
Her ignorance and limiting of consciousness
in the form of her father hamper her free
thinking. Consequently she easily falls a
prey in the hands of Butch, a notorious
womanizer. Naylor depicts the physical
abuse that Mattie incurs at the hand of her
father. As a doting father he works hard to
fulfill all her wishes. But when she declares
her pregnancy and fails to reveal the name
of Butch he beats demanding the name of
the man who had sneaked into his home and
distorted the faith and trust he had in his
child. He cannot tolerate his disobedience.
Her pregnancy aggravates her father who
cherishes high hopes for her. She is
subjected to brutal beatings. She is thrashed
so mercilessly that she is reduced to a “pile
of torn clothes and bruised flesh on the
floor”. “I ain’t saying, papa”. And she
braced herself for the impact of the large
callused hand that was coming toward her
face. He still held her by the hair so she took
the force of the two blows with her neck
muscles, and her eyes went dim as the blood
dripped down her chin from her split lip.
The grip on her hair tightened, and she was
forced even closer to his face as she
answered the silent question in his
narrowing eyes.(22-23) His aggressiveness
pushes her to unleash herself from the
torturing mental and physical pains. She
considers herself as a new woman with a
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new understanding and consciousness all set

to begin. She just wanted to lay her head on
the cushioned seat and suspend time,
pretend that she had been born that very
moment on that very bus, and that this was
all there was and ever would be. But just
then the baby moved, and put her hands on
her stomach and knew that she was
nurturing within her what had gone before
and would come after. This child would tie
her to that past and future as inextricably as
it was now tied to her every heartbeat.(25)
With a new born understanding she moves
ahead in life. She moves from submission to
assertion in order to acquire an identity and
to fit into the mainstream of the society.
Mattie’s problems encompassing physical,
emotional and economic spheres are many
and varied. Even in her desperate and
forlorn situation she does not lose courage.
She takes up a temporary job to fend for
herself and her son. Her tenacious and
strong willed mind to raise him as a single
parent ends in finding a job in a book
bindery. She nurtures him with utmost care.
Mattie holds herself responsible for her past
action. She carries that gquilt in her
conscience. She tries to screen her guilt in
her sacrifice of promising marriage or
relationship.

Grown up as an egocentric person, Basil
fails to introduce himself to the struggles of
his mother’s life. He falls into the bad
company and is imprisoned for the charge of
murder. Mattie posts bail after offering up
her house, her only property, as collateral.
Even though the attorney assures basil that
he will be exonerated, he flees at the thought

v

wH-fism fager
UGC Approval Number 63012

of having to endure a trial. Consequently,
Mattie loses her house and is relegated to
live in Brewster place. A gradual awakening
dawns on her that Basil is not her son but a
representative of community of men in the
universe. She makes up her mind to lead a
life asserting her individuality and not to
merely subject to the male dominancy. As
an outcome of her clear vision of her stance
she moves to Brewster place.Her sufferings
lead her to a new consciousness and instill
self-confidence into her. A new phase of life
begins when she moves to Brewster place.
She acts as a supporter, a guide and a source
of energy to the other characters, who are
often baffled by the problems of life and
death.

Strengthening of women means things:

» It implies perceiving ladies
commitments, ladies' information.

» It implies helping ladies battle their
own reasons for alarm and
sentiments of  deficiency and
inadequacy.

» It implies ladies upgrading their
sense of pride and self-poise.

» It implies ladies controlling their
own body

» It implies ladies getting to be
economical, independent and self —
reliant

» It implies ladies controlling assets
like area property.

» It implies ladies decreasing ladies'
weight of unique ins.



Airo International Research Journal

Volume XII, ISSN: 2320-3714

August, 2017

Impact Factor 0.75 to 3.19

About Gloria Naylor: Since her first novel

was published in 1982, Gloria Naylor has
become one of the most critically acclaimed
and popular black writers. Along with Alice
Walker and Toni Morrison, she is one of the
key forces in the black feminist literary
movement. At the same time, Naylor has
avoided criticism leveled at her fellow black
feminist writers for their negative depictions
of black men. Gloria Naylor was born on
January 25, 1950, in New York. Reading
became a passion for Naylor at a young age,
mostly due to her mother‘s influence.
Alberta Naylor struggled to obtain books
because, in rural Mississippi, African
Americans were barred from taking them
out of public libraries. After moving with
her family to New York in 1949, she made
sure her children got an early introduction to
the wonders of reading, and Gloria was
given her first library card around age four.
She read voraciously throughout her
childhood, partly because she was intro
verted and spent a lot of time alone. Since
she rarely spoke, her mother gave her a
diary that became an early training ground
for the future writer.

Women, racial discrimination and the
notion of intentionality: Such a proposal
encourages a extra profound comprehension
of feminine casualties of prejudice. Study on
such various separation weights is an
additional growth of one other approach of
sexual orientation mindfulness within the
investigation of human rights infringement.
We all know now that ladies and young
females undergo infringement of their
human rights which are sexual orientation
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particular and that may have an effect on
them excessively. Assault and sexual
savagery in the setting of furnished conflict
for instance, and likewise the pervasiveness
of abusive behavior at house, are given more
prominent consideration today than they
have been before. As the creator brings out,
after all, there is less pay attention to ladies
just like lots of the uneducated on the earth,
or on the way that the young woman child is
extra averse to be in school and keep there
than the child. The sex examination of
prejudice whilst handled all of the more
expansively in this section is likewise tended
to in one of a kind commitments to the e-
book. To disaggregate the male and female
casualty does no longer detract from the
fight against prejudice. It instead develops
our consciousness of the insidiousness and
ought to beef up our dedication to cast off it
for guys, women and kids alike.

Black ladies’ Feminism: Social ideas of
female and Masculine, and the ideology of
intercourse has implicit that by means of the
planet women proceed to  occupy
overwrought positions present and thought
to be essentially in charge for the generation
(naturally  additionally in  expression
socialization, no longer effectively do guys
and girls designate and acquire or else.
Intercourse is social build of intercourse
factors, a definition of "manly and ladylike"
and of the prerogatives of male and female.
At the same time socially and ordinarily
certain, intercourse as a rule is that the
capacity of force family members and social
constitution of change. Feminist symbolize
because the social constitution of sexual big
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difference or arrangement of unequal

connections between the sexes. The social
originations of male decontaminate adenine
nucleotide feminine as 2 imperative
nonetheless basically unrelated courses into
that each one person ar spot represent within
every society a intercourse framework the
corresponds intercourse to a social substance
as indicated by way of social features and
hierarchies. Despite the very fact that the
implications range with each plan, a
intercourse, sexual orientation framework is
reliably intimately interconnected with
political and monetary variables in every
normal public. On this lightweight, the
social development of intercourse into sex
andspatiality the portray all intercourse
frameworks move — socially, however, each
in its distinctive methods that's appreciated
as  expeditiously connected to the
organization of inequality. Darkish women
each shape the sector and are shaped by way
of it... It make their possess darkish
female‘s activist hypothesis. They come to
ladies‘activist hypothesis and practice out of
the persecution they encounter as
individuals who're bad and darkish and
seamen. Dark girl's rights have developed
verifiable over 1000s of years, external
long-established ~ white  woman  like
constituents, white social organizations, and
white ladies‘ activist social speculation. The
darkish ladies® activist progress created in
lightweight of the abilities of dark ladies in
dark freedom developments, that contain the
social equality development, the Black
Nationalist action, the Black Panther
progress, and others, and inside the women'
development. Darkish females more often
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than not occasions taught themselves
attempt sexual abuse within dark freedom
trends and racial pattern inside the females'
progress. White female‘s activists more
often than not occasions declined to think of
themselves to be drumbeater, partner
looking forward to an anti-racist conduct
that wasn't mirrored in either their
perception system or become aware of.
Regardless of the actual fact that the darkish
ladies® activist progress was once recounted
inside the 19 Seventies, the college had
since a protracted time a long gone been
making.

Conclusion

The women‘s recognition of the systematic
oppression of African American guys
through lynching, imprisonment,
unemployment, and the sexual politics of
sexual violence has equipped females to be
understanding and tolerant of words and
movements that hurt them. In the novels of
Naylor, the black woman protagonist is not a
Negro instead she is an individual-a human
being who is in search of her identity. They
raise their voice to break the chains of
societal bigotry. They have the capacity to
resist and struggle, to make they noticeable
and perceptible and thus define their
autonomy. The character of Naylor perfectly
fit in the image of a struggler and survivor.
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